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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 NOUAKCHOTT 2936 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MR, PDIP, PFOR 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S FIRST CALL ON PRESIDENT MOKTAR OULD DADDAH 
REF: NOUAKCHOTT 2777 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH, DURING 50-MINUTE DISCUSSION 
AFTER MY PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS CEREMONY, CQRAISED EXPANDING 
EXCELLENT US/MAURITANIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS; SINGLED OUT THXD 
RENEWED DROUGHT AS HIS MOST PRESSING CONCERN; EMPHASIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE HE PLACED ON LONG TERM ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOP- 
MENT; RAN THROUGH HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEM; 
DECRIED ALGERIAN/RUSSIAN EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH HEGEMONY IN WEST 
AFRICA; ANDMAZATED SOLUTION TO WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE WAS THAT 
ALGERIA MUST STOP ITS AGGRESSION AGAINST AND ACCEPT THE REUNIFI- 
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CATION OF MAURININIA. END SUMMARY 

2. PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH RETURNED FROM MID-EAST TRIP ON THURSDAY 
EVENING, DECEMBER 15 AND SCHEDULED MY PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 
CEREMONY FOR NOON, DECEMBER 16. (CHIEF OF PROTOCOL APOLOGIZED 
FOR SHORT NOTICE, EXPLAINING THAT PRESIDENT WANTED TO EMPHASIZE 
IMPORTANCE HE ATTACHED TO MAURITANIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE US 
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BY RECEIVING ME IMMEDIATELY.) AFTER BRIEF FORMAL CEREMONY, 

PRESIDENT AND I MET FOR FIFTY MINUTES. (MAURITANIAN FONMIN 
AND DCM WERE IN ATTENDANCE). HE SEEMED PREOCCUPIED. BUT 
UNHURRIED AND SHOWED NO SIGNS OF FATIGUE AFTER HIS ARDUOUS TRIP. 

WE DISCUSSED A WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES. 

3. AFTER T FVKING HIM FOR RECEIVING ME SO SOON AFTER MY 
ARRIVAL AND HIS RETURN FROM THE MID-EAST, I ASSURED HIM THAT 
MAURITANIA'S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND PARTICULARLY 
ITS IMMEDIATE NEED FORTRROUGHT RELIEF WERE MATTERS OF CONCERN 
AT IMPORTANT LEVELS OF USG. I NOTED THAT CDO KLEIN WAS AT THIS 
MOMENT ATTEMPTING TO PUT THE FINISHING TOUCHES ON THE RURAL 
SECTOR ASSESSMENT AND MANPOWER/EMPLOYMENT STUDIES WHICH THE 
GIRM DEEMED TO BE SO VITAL. TURNING TO PEACE CORPS ACTIVITIES 
IGFEDICTED THAT A GIRM REQUEST (WHICH I UNDERSTOOD WAS BEIVG 
PREPARED) FOR ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS TO TEACH MATH AND SCIENCE 
AT SECONDARY LEVELS AND FOR ADDITIONAL RURAL HEALTH SERVICES 
WOULD RECEIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION. FINALLY I ANNOUNCED 
OUR INTENTION TO REOPEN THE US CULTURAL CENTER AND, FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN THE HISTORY OF OUR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, TO HAVE AN OFFICER 
ON OUR STAFF WHOSE PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS WILL BE REALTED TO 
CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL EXCHANGES. BOTH PRESIDENT 
AND FONMIN NODDED APPROVAL. 

4. AFTER WELCOMING ME THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR 
OUR INTEREST IN MAURITANIA. HE ASSURED ME THAT I HAD ACCESS 
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TO THE ENTIRE GIRM, THAT THE MAURITANIANS WERE NOT PROTOCOLAIRE. 

HE ENCOURAGED ME TO TRAVEL WIDELY. HE LAMENTED THE AMOUNT OF 
RESOURCES BEING DRAINED BE USE OF DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS AND 
"THE LAW OF THE JUNGLE” THAT MADE THIS NECESSARY. HE EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN OUR EXPERIMSNTATION WITH SOLAR ENERGY. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT 

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WERE THE MOST SERIOUS ONES FACING 
MAURITANIA, PARTICULARLY THE DROUGHT. HE REFERRED TO HIS 
NOVEMBER 28 STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS IN WHICH HE PRAISED THE 
US ASSISTANCE IN PROVIDING FOOD, AS WELL AS USAID'S ASSISTANCE 
IN THE EMPLOYMENT, AGRICULTURE AND HEALTH SECTORS (ADDRESS 
REPORTED REF A). HSEXPRESSED PLEASURE THAT US -MAURITANIAN 
RELATIONS WERE DEVELOPING IN SUCNRA SMOOTH AND PMSITIVE MANNER. 

HE SPOKE OF THE SIMILARITY OF SPIRIT OF AMERICANS AND MAURITA- 
NIANS AND SAID THERE WERE MANY AREAS OF COMMON INTEREST, EVEN 
THOUGH THE US IS THE GREATEST POWER IN THE WORLD AND MAURITANIA 
BUT A SMALL ONE. HE TWICE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THE IMPORTANCE 
OF GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS; MAURITANIA, ZE SAID, IS A POOR 
COUNTRY WPXWUT THE SOPHISTICATED TECHNOLOGY NECESSARY TO SEARCH 
FOR AND EXPLOIT ITS MINERAL AND OTHER RESOURCES. HE SPOKE OF 
ADVANCED US SATELLITE TECHNIQUES IN THIS FIELD, BUT DID NOT 
DIRECTLY REQUEST SUCH US ASSISTANCE. 
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5. THE PRESIDENT CAREFULLY REVIEWED THE LEGAL AND HISTORICAL 
ROOTS OF THE WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE. TO BEGIN WITH, HE SAID THE SO 
CALLED "SPANISH SAHARA" WAS HISTORICALLYCALLED " SPANISH 
MAURITANIA". NO ONE OBJECTED IN 1958 WHEN SPAIN CEDED CERTAIN 
TERRITORIES THAT ARE NOW PART OF SOUTHERN MOROCCO AND IN 1968 
WHEN SPAIN CEDED IFNI TO MOROCCO. WHY WERE THERE "OBJECTIONS" IN 
1975 WHEN SPAIN RELINQUISHED THE REST OF ITS COLONY TO MOROCCO 
AND MAURITANIA? BECAUSE OF ALGERIA’S GRAND DESIGN. HE RHETORICALLY 
ASKED WHO ARE THE SAHARANS AND THEN NOTED "I AM, THE FONMIN IS, 

AS WELL AS THE PEOPLES OF THE NORTH OF MWTI, CHAD AND NIGER" 

(THE FONMIN ADDED "AND SOUTHERN ALGERIA"). DISCUSSING HIS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH B OUMEDIENNE OF ALGERIA, HE STATED "I PERHAPS 
WAS NAIVE TO THINK THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO STATES COULD BE 
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BASED UPON IDEALISM AND PRINCIPLES". IN RETROSPECT, HE 
SUGGESTED THERE HAD BEEN A MISUNDERSTANDING, PERHAPS FROM THE 
BEGINNING THAT ALGERIA MAY WELL HAVE ALWAYS CONSIDERED MAURI- 
TANIA A "PUPPET ON A STRING" TO BE MANIPULATED AT WILL. THE 
WAR WILL ONLY CEASE WHEN ALGERIA STOPS ITS AGGRESSION AND ACCEPTS 
THE REUNIFICATION OF MAURITANIA - THESE ARE THE TWO CONDITIONS 
LDOR PEACE. THE PRESIDENT WARNED THAT CERTAIN POWERS WANT HEGEMONY 
IN AFRICA AND THAT SOME NATIONS -"LET'S BE FRANK, THE RUSSIANS”- 
WERE WILLING TO PROVIDE UNLIMITED ARMS FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
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MAURITANIA IS ONE OF THE FIRST TARGETS BUT LATER OTHER NATIONS 
OF THE REGION CAN EXPECT THE SAMZNTREATMENT. HE REGRETED THE 
TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION CASUED BY THE WAR WITH ALGERIA AND SPOKE 
OF THE KIDNAPINGS, NOT JUST OF 8 FRENCH, BUT ALSO OF HUNDREDS 
OF PEACEFUL MAURITANIAN NOMADS WHO HAVE BEEN ABDUCTED AND 
KILLED. 

6. THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE US AS A 
GREAT POWER WITH INTERESTS IN EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD CANNOT 
ALWAYS TAKE SIDES IN REGIONAL ISSUES AND MUST OFTEN ASSUME A 
POSITION OF NEUTRALITY, BUT THAT WHAT HE AND HIS FONMIN DO NOT 
UNDERSIAND IS WHY THE US DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THAT ARMED FORCES 
FROM ALGERIA ARE BLATANTLY CROSSING RECOGNIZED INTERNATIONAL 
FRONTIERS WHEN THEY INVADE AND ATTACK MAURITANIAN VILLAGES 
AND CITIES. WITHOUT SPECIFICALLY REQUESTING ASSQRTANCE, HE 
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(WITH A DISPLAY OF SOME EMOTION) COMPLAINED THAT MAURITANIA WAS 
AT THE MERCY OF INTERNATIONAL ARMS MERCHANTS. HE 
SAID HE SPECIFICALLY NEEDED THE CAPABILITY TO DETECT TROOP 
MOVEMENTS AND WONDERED WHETHER US SATELLITES COULD DO THE JOB. I 
DECLINED TO COMMENT. 

7. IN MY EARLIER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FONMIN, HE REVIEWED THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF INCREASINGLY CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US 
AND MAURITANIA OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS. HE STATED THAT BOTH 
HZTIONS HAD COMMON INTERESTS, THAT EACH NATION NOW RECOGNIZED 
WHAT THE OTHER CONSIDERED AS THEIR VITAL INTERESTS. HE RECALLED 
THE IMPORTANCE THE US HAD PLACED ON THE PUERTO RICAN AND GUAM 
ISSUES IN THE UN AND HOW MAURITANIA WAS SUPPORTIVE OF THE US 

ON THESE ISSUES. FONMIN REQUESTED THAT WE MEET THE FOLLOWING 
WEEK FOR WIDE-RANGE DISCUSSION. 

8. CONVERSATION AT THE SMALL DINNER HOSTED BY THE PRESIDENT IN 
HIS RESIDENCE THE NIGHT OF DEC. 16 WAS DOMINATED BY HIS WIFE 
WMW RECOUNTED HER LAST VISIT TO THE US IN GLOWING TERMS. THE 
PRESIDENT SEEMED MORE PREOCCZYIED AND SHOKED SIGNS OF FATIGUE. 

9. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED NEWSPAPER CHAAB GAVE HEADLINE COVERAGE 
TO MY PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS CEREMONY WITH PHOTO AND 
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ARTICLE ON FRONT PAGE OF BOTH ARABIC AND FRENCH EDITIONS. PAPER 
PRINTED ENTIRE TEXT OF MY FORMAL STATEMENT AS WELL AS BIO- 
GRAPHIC INFORMATION. RADIO MAURITANIE CARRIED MY COMMENTS, 

AS WELL AS A SHORT QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION, IN FULL. 

10. SOME OF THE LANGUAGE USED BY THE PRESIDENT TO DESCRIBE 
ALGERIAN/RUSSIAN DESIGNS IN NORTHWEST AND WEST AFRICA SO CLOSELY 
PARALLELS PRESIDENT SENGHOR'S VIEWS ON AND PREOCCUPATIONS 
WITH THIS ISSUE, AS REPORTED BY EMBASSY DAKAR, THAT IT IS 
EVIDENT PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH IS INCREASINGLY ACCEPTING PRESI- 
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DENT SENGHOR'S ANALYSIS. MY FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE OF A MAN 
OF DEEP RELIMUPUS BELIEF IN BASIC PRINCIPLES WHO APPEARS VERY 
MUCH IN CHARGE (FONMIN MOUKNASS INTERJECTED ONLY ONE COMMENT 
DURING OUR TALKS), BUT WHO IS CLEARLY DISTURBED BY THE 
TREMENDOUS HUMAN LOSS CASUED BY THE INCREASINGLY DESTRUCTIVE WAR. 
IF THE DEGREE OF DEFERENCE HE SHOWED TO HIS WIFE DURING OUR 
TWO-HOUR DINNER ENCOUNTER IS A MEASURE OF HER INFLUENCE, MADAM 
OULD DADDAH IS AN EVEN MORE POWERFUL PERSONALITY AND FORCE TO 
BE RECKONED WITH THAN I HAD IMAGINED. 

KRYZA 
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